
From the famous Caribbean beaches of Maya Tulúm to the booming metropolis of 
México City, México has something for everybody. With a rich history that spans 
back to pre-Columbian times, México bears the marks of Spanish Colonialism and is 
home to a culturally diverse population. The first people appeared 13,000 years 
ago, and remnants of the advanced Olmec, Maya, Teotihuacan, Toltec, and Aztec 
civilizations abound.  

The country is about three times the size of Texas and offers any kind of natural 
environment or climate you can dream up. Set up your home base in México City 
(CDMX) and explore the pyramids of Teotihuacan, eat some of the best food that 
you'll ever have, stroll through the markets, visit the incredible museums, and 
sample the nightlife. Alternatively, head to Jalisco and take a Tequila Tour, visit one 
of the rambling haciendas in the highlands, head to Oaxaca for Dia De Los Muertos, 
or visit the cenotes and star-studded beaches of Tulúm.  

Here are eight storied hotels that will give your visit to México even more flavor.  

1. Gran Hotel De La Ciudad De México  

Built during the days of the Porfiriato, the Gran Hotel De La Ciudad De Mexico is 
best known for its Art Nouveau architecture and the massive stained-glass ceiling 
designed by Jacques Grüber. Inaugurated in 1899 by Porfirio Diáz himself, the 
former Centro Mercantil was the first department store in Latin America. Famous 
guests include Mexican celebrities like legendary actor Mario Moreno ‘Cantinflas,’ 
and singer-songwriter Agustin Lara, who is rumored to have played the lobby’s 
piano. The hotel has also been featured in the James Bond films License to Kill and 
Spectre.  

The Gran Hotel De La Ciudad De México faces Palacio Nacional and overlooks 
Zócalo Square, which used to be the main ceremonial center for the Aztecs and is 
one of the largest squares in the world. The fifth floor houses La Terraza, a 
restaurant serving authentic seasonal Mexican cuisine and a view of the 
surrounding square. Each room has been carefully decorated in period furniture 
and accessories, and no modern luxury has been overlooked. 

2. Hotel Gillow 

Thomas Gillow, an English jeweler, bought this three-story church back in 1869 
when Benito Juarez was annexing all church properties. It had been the House of 
Spiritual Exercises, an Ignatian Retreat Center where people could practice the 19th 
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annotation. Gillow was a devout Catholic and well-known in the community, so his 
connections helped him successfully open the hotel in 1876, after renovations. 

It's changed hands a few times since then, changed most notably by Tirso Sáenz, 
who remodeled it extensively with the goal of making it a luxurious, first-class hotel. 
President Porfirio Díaz presided over the reopening in 1904. In the 1930s, it went 
under another round of renovations, which added three floors and elevators to the 
original structure, and solidified it as an Art Deco masterpiece. The restaurant, La 
Capilla, is in the old chapel and part of the hotel is below the former bell tower. As 
the oldest existing hotel in CDMX, its antiquity adds to its charm, and it's only a few 
blocks away from the Zócalo Square, Bellas Artes, and the Cathedral.  

3. Casa De Sierra Nevada 

Casa De Sierra Nevada is located in San Miguel Allende, a favorite among expats 
from the US. Made up of nine buildings built during the 16th, 17th, and 18th 
centuries, one building, Casa del Parque was a fort during the 17th century and 
another, Casa Principal as home to San Miguel de Allende's Archbishop in 1580. The 
hotel was declared a national monument in 1926.  

Overlooking San Miguel De Allende's central square, Casa De Sierra Nevada has 
terraces, gardens, hidden courtyards landscaped with native plants, and a pool 
surrounded by stone arches of the Casa Palma Mansion. The cooking school, Sazón, 
is the perfect place to perfect your Mexican cooking skills, or you could just dine at 
Andaza after you enjoy a relaxing treatment from the world-famous Lala Spa.  

4. Hacienda San Antonio 

Rated number one on Town and Country's 'Places to Go in 2015,' Hacienda San 
Antonio is in Colima between the Snowy Volcano (Volcán del Nevado) and the Fire 
Volcano (Volcán de Fuego). Built back in 1879 by a German coffee plantation owner, 
and formerly called Hacienda de Santa Cruz, the property's volcanic black stone 
aqueduct transmits water to the hacienda where it can be used for cooking, 
drinking, and to power the generator.  

This highland retreat was bought by Don Antenor Patiño in the 1970s, but the 
property was decrepit until the 1980s when Sir James Goldsmith purchased it and 
started significant renovations. Robert Couturier completely redesigned the 
hacienda, and it opened as a hotel in 2000. The grounds still serve as a working 
plantation and ranch dedicated to biodynamic farming, and 90% of all ingredients 
used in the restaurant come from the farm. The Hacienda offers cheese and coffee 
tours, horseback riding, hiking, golf, picnics, and more.  
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5. Quinta Real Oaxaca 

Quinta Real Oaxaca used to be known as the Convent de Santa Catalina and was 
founded in 1576. Dominican nuns occupied the space until 1862 when Benito 
Juarez nationalized all church properties, and the sisters were forced to leave. The 
ex-convent became municipal offices and the county jail until 1972 when it became 
part of The Presidente hotel chain. It reopened in 1975 and was remodeled in 2012.  

This hotel is in the heart of Oaxaca, a few blocks from Zócalo Oaxaca, The House of 
Culture, and The Museo Mezcal. It features many amenities, including staff 
members that dress like monks while they light the courtyard lamps and transport 
you back to the 1500s. A version of La Guelaguetza is celebrated in the hotel chapel 
every Friday night.  

6. Casa Malca 

What better way to enjoy super hip Maya Tulúm than by staying in Pablo Escobar's 
former mansion? The property belongs to prominent art dealer Lio Malca and 
houses his private collection of contemporary art. Malca has been collecting art 
since the nineties and is one of the foremost dealers of Jean Michel Basquiat and 
Keith Herring. Casa Malca is a favorite of models Elle MacPherson and Cara 
Delevingne, which is not surprising considering that Casa Malca is across the street 
from a cenote and on its own white sand beach.  

You'll enter Casa Malca through a grand entryway graced by hanging furniture, 
flanked by vintage wedding dress curtains, and set up on a swath of Persian Rugs. 
There are 42 rooms, a pool, and an underground steam room, and rooftop views. 
The art collection is always changing, giving repeat guests a new exhibition each 
time they visit, and the restaurant is known for its famous margaritas, tacos, and 
people watching.  

7. Hacienda Noc-Ac 

Hacienda Noc-Ac was built in the late 18th Century as a rest stop for people 
traveling to Mexico City. It was eventually turned into a cattle ranch and sisal farm, 
which it remained until nylon started to make sisal farming unprofitable. It then 
was sold and remained abandoned except for the chapel, which continued to be 
used by the locals.  

Today, Hacienda Noc-Ac is a luxury spa and resort close to beaches, Mayan ruins, 
cenotes, and Natural Reserves. The chapel has been restored to its 
eighteenth-century glory, and the restaurant, piano bar, and pub have been 
meticulously designed in the colonial style. There is plenty of natural beauty to 
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enjoy around the hacienda and even a rehabilitative native wildlife zoo that houses 
protected species with the intention of preserving them.  

8. Hacienda El Carmen  

Hacienda El Carmen was willed to the Carmelite religious order by the widow 
Francisca Figueroa in 1715 after it had been passed down through generations 
since the early 1500s. The hacienda was built out of materials found in the region 
such as Adobe, brick, stone, and rocks, and is full of woodwork, ironwork, and art 
done by unknown Colonial artists. The Baeza family purchased the hacienda in 
1964, and it was their family home until 2001 when they converted it to a luxury 
hotel and spa. 

Bell peppers, sugar cane, corn, wheat, vegetables, and citrus can be found growing 
on the hacienda grounds and are used to create beautiful dishes that are served in 
the courtyard. The Hacienda is close to the famous circular pyramids 
(Guachimontones) of Teuchitlán. Surrounded by Blue Agave, the critical ingredient 
in Mexico's most widely known export, Tequila, the hacienda is situated along the 
Tequila Route. Only five states are allowed to produce Tequila, and the majority of it 
is made in the Valley of Tequila in Jalisco, which is also home to the Agave 
Landscape and Ancient Industrial Facilities of Tequila, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. 
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